Script
                           Retirement Ceremony           a/o 17 July 2014
Colonel Katherine T. Platoni
Saturday, 19 July 2014
Time: 1700 

Hilton Garden Inn
Beavercreek, Ohio 
PRE-CEREMONY

1600
Location set up complete (certificates, medal, flowers, presentation board, place  cards; programs in place)


- Make sure gifts are in place

- Set out reserved parking signs for Colonel Platoni, family and any DVs
1615   Colonel Kathy Platoni arrives via Jeep

1625   Proffer meets with Lt Gen Reynolds
1630
Courtesy call by Lieutenant General Reynolds with Colonel Platoni & family (John Hutchinson plus other family members TBD)
1655
Family escorted to their seats

1700   On cue from Protocol:
WELCOME REMARKS
NARRATOR (Ms. Cheryl McHenry):  “Good afternoon ladies and gentlemen.  I am Cheryl McHenry, your narrator for today’s event.  Welcome to this afternoon’s ceremony as we pay tribute to Colonel Katherine T. Platoni, on the occasion of her retirement after 34 years of dedicated service to her country and the United States Army.  

At this time we would ask that all pagers and cell phones be turned off for the duration of the ceremony. Throughout the ceremony, cues will be given to stand and be seated at the appropriate times. Please feel free to turn your chairs around so you can see the stage better. As a reminder, during the singing of our national anthem, active duty military members will stand at attention and all others should place their right hand over their heart.  

NARRATOR:  “Ladies and gentlemen, officiating today’s ceremony is Lieutenant General Richard V. Reynolds, United States Air Force, Retired.  
We are also honored to have in attendance 
Colonel Platoni’s husband, Lieutenant Colonel John Hutchinson, United States Air Force, Retired
We have several additional family members in attendance this evening.  Please hold your applause until they have all been introduced.  

(Note:  This request sometimes doesn’t work, so you might end up waiting each time if somebody starts applauding.  If you go quickly and don’t pause too much, they may let you get through the list)

Colonel Platoni’s Mother-in-law, Ms. Catherine Hutchinson and her fiancé Mr. Bill Hough

Her nephew Mike Santolla.
Her brother-in-law Mark Collison and nephew Joshua Collison, and niece, Missy Collison.

Her cousins:  Fred Gitner, Patricia Platoni, Rosanne, Danny, Christian, and Tyler Platoni,
Tony, Didi, and Nick Platoni, Joey Jados and April Melendez,

and

Gail Platoni, Nancy and John Poli.

Her “Extended Family”:

Chaplain Mom Bev and Steve Peyton

Charlotte Davis

Dr. Ed Harf, Emily, Austin and Zoe (Zo-EE) Harf, 

Wendy Hameroff-Cohen

Terry Borger

Phyl Friend

Maria DiMenna (DEE-MENNA)
John Baren and Dr. Rosemary Wright

Steve and Noreen Bennett

Dr. Marilyn Shea (SHAY) and her husband Dr. Warren Shea
Dr. Debra Sowald
Dr. Ray Scurfield

And Ms. Michelle Vannote

Please join me in a round of applause for the family members and Extended Family in attendance tonight. (Won’t be necessary if they have been clapping the entire time)
When Lt Gen Reynolds and COL Platoni are ready and cued from Protocol, Narrator begins …..
ENTRANCE, NATIONAL ANTHEM, REMARKS
NARRATOR:  “Ladies and gentlemen, please stand for the entrance of the official party and remain standing for musical honors, advancing of the colors, the National Anthem, and the Invocation.”

Lieutenant General Reynolds and Colonel Platoni enter and stop in front of their seats.   

Band plays Musical Honors to Lt Gen Reynolds

Honor Guard brings colors forward. 
Vocalist sings National Anthem

Honor Guard posts colors and departs

Chaplain Fleming proceeds to the microphone after the National Anthem and departure of Honor Guard  to deliver the Invocation.

 Narrator continues …
NARRATOR:  “Ladies & gentlemen, please be seated.   It is now my pleasure to introduce Lieutenant General Reynolds.”
Lieutenant General Reynolds makes comments pertinent to Colonel Platoni’s career and retirement.
At conclusion of Lieutenant General Reynolds’ remarks, he directs the narrator to begin with the presentations.
AWARD PRESENTATION
NARRATOR:  “Ladies & gentlemen please stand for the reading of the citation.

Attention to Orders:  To all who shall see these presents, greeting:  This is to certify that the President of the United States of America authorized by act of Congress, 20 July 1942 has awarded The Legion of Merit to Colonel Katherine T. Platoni, Third Medical Command (Deployment Support) for exceptionally meritorious service while serving in positions of increasing responsibility, culminating as an Army Reserve Psychology Consultant to the Chief of the United States Army Medical Services Corps.  Throughout thirty-four years of service, Colonel Platoni provided Soldiers and Families with unlimited support and care, while leading by example.  Without regard to hardship she dedicated herself, both in and out of uniform, to the advancement of psychological care for Soldiers and Veterans.  Upon retirement, Colonel Platoni is recognized for distinguished performance of duty that represents exemplary achievement in the finest traditions of the United States Army.  By order of the Secretary of the Army this 15th day of July, 2014.
Proffer steps forward upon hearing words “reflect great credit upon herself and the United States Army.”  Lieutenant General Reynolds receives LOM award from proffer.  Lieutenant General Reynolds and Colonel Platoni both face center.  Lieutenant General Reynolds pins the medal to Colonel Platoni’s uniform and pauses for photo.  They shake hands, exchange salutes, and face back toward the audience.

Lieutenant General Reynolds then receives certificate from proffer, shares it with Colonel Platoni, photo taken; Lieutenant General Reynolds hands citation back to proffer
\
RETIREMENT
NARRATOR:  “Ladies & gentlemen please remain standing for the retirement portion of today’s ceremony.  

Attention to Orders:  Special Order number 13-238-00013, dated 26 August 2013, effective 30 September 2013, Colonel Katherine T. Platoni is relieved from active duty, and is retired effective 1 October 2013 per Army Regulation 140-10 in the grade of Colonel, by order of the Secretary of the Army.  
Please be seated.  
Lieutenant General Reynolds will present the retirement certificate to Colonel Platoni.”

Lieutenant General Reynolds receives certificate from proffer, shares it with Colonel Platoni as read and for photos.  

CERTIFICATE PRESENTATION
NARRATOR:  “Certificate of retirement from the Armed Forces of the United States of America.  To all who shall see these presents, greeting:  this is to certify that Colonel Katherine Theresa Platoni, having served faithfully and honorably, was retired from the United States Army on the 30th day of September  2013.  Signed, General Raymond T. Odierno, Chief of Staff, United States Army.”
(OFFICIAL PHOTOGRAPH TAKEN)
NARRATOR:  “Ladies & gentlemen, General Reynolds will now present a letter to Colonel Platoni from former President George W. Bush.  The letter reads as follows: Congratulations on your retirement from the United States Armed Forces.  I am proud to have served as your Commander in Chief, and I am pleased to join your family, friends, and colleagues in recognizing your career and accomplishments.

Throughout history, the dedicated men and women of our military have protected our citizens and preserved the ideals that make our country strong.  Their courage and sacrifice have inspired countless people and have helped shape America’s character.


On behalf of a grateful Nation, I thank you for your contributions to our security and to the cause of peace and freedom.  Your service, patriotism, and selfless devotion have helped advance the universal hope of liberty at home and around the world.


Laura and I send our best wishes for health and happiness in the years ahead.  May God bless you, and may God continue to bless America.
NARRATOR:  “General Reynolds will also present a certificate from The Honorable John R. Kasich, Governor of Ohio.  The certificate reads:  Congratulations on the completion of your 34 year career of honorable and faithful military service.  Your country sincerely appreciates your loyalty, dedication, and commitment to the principles of freedom and democracy.  On behalf of all Ohioans, we thank you for exemplifying the highest traditions of patriotism for all Americans.  On this 19th day of July, 2014, John R. Kasich, Governor and Mary Taylor, Lieutenant Governor.
NARRATOR:  Colonel Platoni also received a letter from The Honorable Michael R. Turner, Third District of Ohio.  The letter reads:  I am proud to offer my sincere congratulations on the occasion of your retirement.  Throughout your career, you have upheld the highest standards of service, professionalism and leadership.  After serving your country as clinical psychologist on the battlefields of Iraq and Afghanistan, you answered another call to duty and returned home to help our service members cope with the horrors of war and rebuild their lives.  I appreciate the unique contributions you have made to help care for our soldiers, especially those suffering from the invisible wounds of war inflicted as a result of their service to this Nation.  Please accept my best wishes for a productive and satisfying retirement, and thank you for your service to our country.


Sincerely, Michael R. Turner, Member of Congress

NARRATOR:  COLONEL PLATONI RECEIVED A Letter from MAJOR GENERAL RONALD DZIEDZICKI, COMMANDING GENERAL, THIRD MEDICAL COMMAND (DEPLOYMENT SUPPORT).  The letter reads:

I want to personally thank you for your dedicated and selfless service to our great nation.  On this occasion, I wish to also thank your family for providing the support that gave you the stamina to complete so many years of inspired service.


You have helped to secure the freedom and security of present and future generations worldwide.  There is no way to repay this debt, but I hope today’s ceremony will honor you and your family in a way that shows our appreciation.


It has been an honor and privilege to serve with you and I will never forget your accomplishments in the United States Army Reserve.  I wish you well as you transition to a new phase in your life.  Best of luck in your future endeavors.


Sincerely,


Ronald E. Dziedzicki

 NARRATOR:  FINALLY, BRIGADIER JOHN DONNELLY SENDS THESE COMMENTS FOR TODAY’S CEREMONY:

I regret that I won’t be able to join your retirement ceremony.  Nonetheless, I would like to express my congratulations to you on the occasion of your retirement.


Please accept my sincere appreciation for your exceptional service and dedication to the Army and Nation.  You can rightfully be proud of your outstanding career.  You have set a great example of resilience and overcoming adversity for your fellow soldiers to follow.


Best wishes for future success.


Sincerely yours, John J. Donnelly.

Spouse’s Certificate
NARRATOR:  “At this time, General Reynolds will present the spouse’s certificate to John Hutchinson.” John, would you please join General Reynolds and Kathy on stage.  (pause for John to position himself between General Reynolds and Kathy) The certificate reads: “To all who shall see these presents, greeting:  This is to certify that Lieutenant Colonel John Hutchinson, United States Air Force, Retired,  on the occasion of the retirement of your spouse from the United States Army has earned grateful appreciation for your own unselfish, faithful and devoted service.  Your unfailing support and understanding helped make possible your spouse’s lasting contribution to the Nation.  Signed, General Raymond T. Odierno, United States Army, Chief of Staff.

(John returns to his seat)
REMARKS

NARRATOR:  “Ladies & gentlemen, Colonel Platoni.” 
(General Reynolds will take his seat during Kathy’s comments)
Colonel Platoni will make comments and various presentations and remain in place for family photos. 
At the conclusion of COL Platoni’’s remarks, the narrator continues

NARRATOR:  “Will General Reynolds and the family members please come forward for photos.”  Please allow our professional photographer to take the first pictures and then you are welcome to take pictures with your personal cameras.

And now, would the extended family members please come forward.
After photographs, family members along with Lt Gen Reynolds and COL Platoni return to their seats
NARRATOR:  “Colonel Platoni has a special presentation to make to General Reynolds.”  (Only if Kathy forgets to give a gift to General Reynolds)
NARRATOR:  “Ladies & gentlemen, in appreciation for her contribution to the  Army and its mission, the men and women of the United States Army are proud to have served with Colonel Platoni and assure her she will always be a valuable member of the Army family, even in retirement.  We wish her and her family every success in their future endeavors.   
Please stand for “The Army Song.”
(Lt Gen Reynolds and Colonel Platoni remain in front of their seats during the song, and then depart)
NARRATOR:  This concludes today’s ceremony.  Colonel Platoni and John invite you to join them for dinner, beginning in approximately 15 minutes.  The staff will be setting the salad during our intermission, but please wait for the dinner invocation by Colonel Fleming before enjoying your salad.
PAGE  
4

